TOWN OF GERMANTOWN, Juneau County, Wisconsin
Room Tax Ordinance
Number 65


SECTION 1.  Definitions.

The definitions set forth in SS 66.0615(1), Wis. Stats., are incorporated herein by reference.


SECTION 2.  Imposition of room tax.

Pursuant to SS 66.0615(1m), Wis. Stats., a tax is hereby imposed on the privilege of furnishing at retail, except sales for resale, rooms or lodging to transients by hotel keepers, motel operators and other persons furnishing accommodations that are available to the public irrespective of whether membership is required for the use of the accommodations. Such tax shall be at the rate of 8% of the gross receipts from such retail furnishing of rooms or lodging.  Such tax shall not be subject to the selective sales tax imposed by SS 77.52(2)(a)1, Wis. Stats., and may not be imposed on sales to the federal government and persons listed under SS 77.54(9a), Wis. Stats.

All property managers and online marketplaces with listings located in the Town shall provide to the Town contact information for an employee or agent of the operator that will be responsible for responding to requests for information from the Town. 

No person operating a tourist rooming house shall process or complete any booking transactions unless they are current in filing their return and paying the appropriate room tax. The operator shall remove any listing for tourist rooming houses whose account has been suspended or terminated.  It is unlawful for any operator to operate or advertise a tourist rooming house except in full compliance with this ordinance.
SECTION 3.  Distribution of room taxes collected.

The proceeds of such tax when collected shall be apportioned 30% to the Town for general purposes and the remaining 70% shall be forwarded to a legal promotion and tourism entity to be spent on tourism promotion and development as defined in SS 66.0615(1)(fm), Wis. Stats).  


SECTION 4.  Administration.

A Room Tax Permit application is required.

A. Collection of the room tax shall be administered by the Town Clerk/Treasurer.  The tax imposed under this section is due and payable within 30 days of the end of each calendar quarter for which it is imposed.  A room tax return shall be filed with the Town Clerk/Treasurer by those furnishing at retail such rooms and lodging on or before the same date on which the tax is due and payable.  Accompanying the room tax return shall be a copy of the current state sales tax report for the quarter. A separate room tax return is required for each property.

B. All quarterly returns shall be completed and signed by the owner or their authorized agent, but need not be verified by oath.  The return shall include the number of days booked, and the total price pad for each rental unit and the room tax to be collected.

C. The Clerk/Treasurer shall ensure that the 70% is sent to the tourism commission, and the tourism commission shall ensure that these funds are spent on tourism promotion and tourism development in accordance with Wisconsin State Statutes 66.0615. 


SECTION 5.  Interest on late room taxes.

All late room taxes under this article shall bear interest at a rate of 1% per month from the due date of the tax until the first day of the month following the month in which the tax is paid or deposited with the Town Clerk/Treasurer.


SECTION 6.  Audit.

Whenever the Town Clerk/Treasurer has probable cause to believe that the correct amount of room tax has not been assessed or that the room tax return is not correct, the Town Clerk/Treasurer may inspect and audit the financial records of any person subject to the tax to determine whether the correct amount of tax is assessed and whether any room tax return is correct.  Every person liable for a room tax shall keep or cause to be kept such records, receipts, invoices, sales tax returns, and other pertinent papers in such form as the Clerk requires.


SECTION 7.  Doomage assessment.

If a person required to file a return fails, neglects, or refuses to do so for the amount, in the manner and form and within the time prescribed in Section 4 herein, the Town Clerk/Treasurer may determine the amount of room tax according to his or her best judgment.


SECTION 8.  Returns confidential.

Except as provided for in § 66.0615(3), Wis. Stats., all financial information obtained by the Town pursuant to Section 6 herein shall be confidential.




SECTION 9.  Severability.
 
If any portion of this article is ever determined by a court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable, said portion shall be removed so as to allow the remaining provisions of this article to be enforceable.


SECTION 10.  Violations and penalties.

Any person who violates this article shall be subject to a forfeiture, together with the applicable court costs and fees, as per the Fee Schedule.


SECTION 11.  Effective Date and Publication.

This ordinance shall become effective upon adoption and publication as required under Wis. Stat. SS 60.80.


[bookmark: _Hlk202994870]The foregoing ordinance was adopted at a regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Germantown, Juneau County, Wisconsin on the 18th day of May, 2026. 

Approved by:  

Greg Haunroth      	Ken Jax      	Keith Korbein		Ray Feldman	  Tamaya Loewe 
Town Chairman	      Supervisor	Supervisor		Supervisor	  Supervisor	


Published this 21st day of May, 2026.

Attest:  Susan Ganther, Town Clerk


